Ibid., ¶ 3-"... eras of critical realignment are marked by short, sharp reorganizations of the mass coalitional bases of the major parties which occur a periodic intervals on the national level; often preceded by major third-party revolts which reveal the incapacity of 'politics as usual' to integrate, much less aggregate, emergent political demand; are marked by ideological polarizations and issuedistances between the major parties which are exceptionally large by normal standards; and have durable consequences as constituent acts which determine the outer boundaries of policy in general, though not necessarily of policies in detail..."
Ibid., ¶ 4-"The precise timing of the conditions which conduce to realignment is conditioned heavily by circumstance, of course: the intrusion of major crises in society and economy with which 'politics as usual' in the United States cannot adequately cope, and the precise quality and bias of leadership decisions in a period of high political tension, cannot be predicted in specific time with any accuracy." p. 514, ¶ -"The periodic rhythm of American electoral politics, the cycle of oscillation between the normal and the disruptive, corresponds precisely to the existence of largely unfettered developmental change in the socio-economic system and its absence in the country's political institutions."
